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Minutes of the May 19, 2021 

The State of Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ 

Preneed Recovery Fund Committee 

 

Wednesday, May 19, 2021 
 
10:00 a.m. 
 
Pursuant to Section 4717.03 (A) of the Ohio Revised Code, the State of Ohio Board of Embalmers 
and Funeral Directors convened its regular meeting of the Board’s Preneed Recovery Fund 
Committee to discuss the Board’s business.  The meeting was conducted by means of a 
teleconference call as permitted through a provision to the Open Meetings Act. 
 
To protect the health and safety of all citizens of the state of Ohio during the ongoing declared 
pandemic and global health emergency related to COVID-19, meetings of a public body may be 
conducted by means of teleconference, video conference, or any other similar electronic 
technology in place of in-person meetings until further notice.  The ability to conduct meetings 
in such manner was enacted by the 133rd Ohio General Assembly with the passage of House Bill 
197 in response to Governor Mike DeWine’s declared emergency in Executive Order 2020-01D 
on March 9, 2020.  In November 2020, Ohio legislators passed House Bill 404 including a 
provision to extend the emergency use of conducting meetings of a public body to July 1, 2021. 
   
 
1. Convening of the Committee – Chairperson Horne 
 
Calling of the Roll 
 
Chairperson George Horne called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.  Executive Director of the 
Board Cheryl Grossman took roll call for the meeting.  The following committee members were 
in attendance of the meeting: 

 
Amanda E. Crates; George Horne; Edward C. Nurre, Jr.; Thomas Taneff 
 
Jarrod Williams of the board office staff took attendance of persons attending the committee 
meeting by teleconference.  In attendance were the following: Jack Lechner, Jr., and Elizabeth 
Williams of Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science; and Craig Stires and Melissa Sullivan of Ohio 
Funeral Directors Association. 
 
Also, in attendance were Board Members Jon Rettig, Adriana Sfalcin and William Wappner, 
Board Counselor Senior Assistant Attorney General Stephanie Slone, and Preneed Compliance 
Administrator/Analyst Derek Bogner. 
 
Mr. Horne welcomed all to the committee meeting. 
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Mr. Horne asked committee members if all had opportunity to review the April 21, 2021 Preneed Recovery Fund 
Committee Meeting Minutes.  The committee members responded that they had. 
 
Thomas Taneff moved for the committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 

April 21, 2021 Preneed Recovery Fund Committee Meeting Minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by 

Edward Nurre.  Mr. Nurre asked for discussion on the motion.  There was none.   

 

Motion by Thomas Taneff, second by Edward Nurre 

Roll-call vote: Yes: Edward Nurre, Jon Rettig, Adriana Sfalcin, William Wappner 

Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 

 

George Horne asked Derek Bogner to introduce the first application for reimbursement from the preneed 

recovery fund for consideration.  Mr. Bogner thanked Mr. Horne and announced the Committee would begin with 

application number CO2021-10671. 

 

Mr. Bogner provided a summary of his investigative report. 

 

Mr. Horne asked committee members if all had the opportunity to review the application and supporting 

documents.  The committee members responded that they had.  Mr. Horne asked if anyone had a question or 

comment. 

 

Thomas Taneff commented that he was not able to locate Mr. Bogner’s recommendation in the committee 

meeting materials.  Mr. Bogner apologized to Mr. Taneff and directed him to finding a copy of the 

recommendation within the meeting documents. 

 

Mr. Horne asked Mr. Bogner to share his recommendation.  Mr. Bogner recommended the committee to deny the 

application claim for reimbursement in the amount of $9,692.63 based on the absence of a copy of the preneed 

funeral contract or written agreement which was the basis of the alleged loss.  Mr. Bogner informed that Section 

4717-14-13 (A)(4) of the Ohio Administrative Code requires submission of a copy of the contract or agreement, in 

addition to the application. 

 

Mr. Taneff questioned Mr. Bogner if there was potential for additional application claims for reimbursement to 

the preneed recovery fund associated to the funeral home identified in this case.  Mr. Bogner responded that 

there was.  Mr. Taneff remarked that if future claimants request similar amounts as in CO2021-10671prf, the 

committee may be considering approximately one hundred thousand dollars in just ten applications. 

 

Mr. Taneff asked if it was relevant if a new contract amount with a second funeral home did not match the 

original.  He added that it was his understanding that a reimbursed claimant could purchase less expensive goods 

and services, if desired.  Edward Nurre responded by agreeing that a new contract need not equal the original 

contract amount, nor include identical goods and services. 

 

George Horne commented that this case is like a former case in that there was plenty of evidence suggesting 

misappropriation occurred, but this case is missing a copy of the contract. 
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Mr. Taneff stated that the copies of the cashier’s checks submitted as supporting documentation to the 

application do not include copy of the backside where the endorsement would be visible.  He questioned if the 

checks were negotiated properly.  Mr. Nurre agreed that being able to view who the check was endorsed by 

would be helpful.  Mr. Taneff added that in the event the Board was eligible to recover a reimbursed amount, a 

copy of the complete check (front & back) would help substantiate a paper trail in any case. 

 

Mr. Taneff requested Derek Bogner to obtain a copy of the backsides of the checks, if possible.  And in future 

cases, as well.  Mr. Bogner replied that the bank he contacted for copies stated that they have a limit on the time 

records of checks are kept.  He added that he will do as asked. 

 

There was discussion among committee members about financial documents. 

 

Mr. Horne stated that this committee may be setting precedent with reimbursing a living individual.  He shared 

that he was not comfortable issuing a reimbursement to a living individual.  William Wappner reminded Mr. Horne 

that the committee (and board) have reimbursed a living individual prior to this case. 

 

Mr. Wappner asked Derek Bogner for confirmation that the individual who alleged the loss was not a part of any 

list of known individuals affected by the theft of funds by the funeral director.  Mr. Bogner affirmed Mr. Wappner’ 

s understanding.  He added that during his investigation he contacted the local police authorities and the local 

prosecutor’s office as well for information related to their criminal cases against the former funeral director. 

 

Edward Nurre asked Mr. Bogner to confirm that if the application claim is denied, the applicant may not appeal 

the decision.  Mr. Bogner affirmed that the denial would stand. 

 

Mr. Wappner commented that the committee may table consideration of the application, if it chooses. 

 

Mr. Nurre questioned how Mr. Bogner would obtain copies of the checks.  Mr. Bogner stated that he will contact 

the bank again to verify the availability of the copies. 

 

Jon Rettig asked Chairperson Horne if he may comment.  Mr. Horne encourage Mr. Rettig to share his thoughts.  

Mr. Rettig stated that at last month’s meeting, the committee reviewed and approved a reimbursement claim on 

a preneed funeral contract that simply fell through the cracks with the former funeral home.  He added that this 

may be a similar situation and need further review. 

 

Mr. Horned asked committee members if there was any further discussion on case number CO2021-10671prf.  

There was none. 

 

Edward Nurre moved for the committee to approve tabling consideration of the application claim for 

reimbursement in case number CO2021-10671prf to the next committee meeting to allow for Derek Bogner to 

obtain additional information as requested by the committee.  The motion was seconded by Thomas Taneff.  Mr. 

Horne asked for discussion on the motion.  There was none. 

 

Motion by Edward Nurre, second by Thomas Taneff 

Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Thomas Taneff 
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Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 

 

Thomas Taneff stated for the record that he was not displeased with the investigatory work performed by Derek 

Bogner in this case.  Mr. Taneff shared that he was not nit-picking; on the contrary, he expressed his gratitude and 

appreciation for the hard work Mr. Bogner does.  He added that this committee is still new, and all are still 

learning to decipher documentation and ask the right questions, to navigate to reasonable and valid conclusions.  

Derek Bogner thanked Mr. Taneff for his remarks and thanked the committee for their support. 

 

George Horne shared his opinion that this committee does a fantastic job, and he thanked committee members 

for their involvement. 

 

Mr. Horne asked aloud if there was any further discussion before the committee.  There was none. 

 

Thomas Taneff moved for the committee to adjourn its meeting.  The motion was seconded by Edward Nurre. 

 

Motion by Thomas Taneff, second by Edward Nurre 

Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Thomas Taneff 

Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 

 

May 19, 2021 meeting of the Preneed Recovery Fund Committee adjourned at 10:26 a.m. 

 

 


